CHAPTER H

"A  LAIR  OF  WILD  BEASTS*'

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, who was in London in 1760 a&
agent of the Pennsylvania Assembly, gave the Brit-
ish ministers some wholesome advice on the terms
of the peace that should be made with France. The
St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes regions, he said,
must be retained by England at all costs. More-
over, the Mississippi Valley must be taken, in order
to provide for the growing populations of the sea-
board colonies suitable lands in the interior, and
so keep them engaged in agriculture. Otherwise
these populations would turn to manufacturing,
and the industries of the mother country would
suffer.

The treaty of peace, three years later, brought
the settlement which Franklin suggested. The vast
American back country, with its inviting rivers
and lakes, its shaded hills, and its sunny prairies,

became English territory.   The English people had,
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